
Town of Newport 

Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Commissioners 

June 25, 2021 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Walker called the meeting to order and announced that there were copies of the Public Comment 

Rules/Regulations available to the public and briefly reviewed them.  The meeting was in compliance with the 

Delaware Open Meeting Act. 

 

Attendance:  Mayor Franklin Walker, Vice Mayor CarolAnn Gretz, Commissioner Michele MacDonald, 

Commissioner Joseph Stagliano, Town Manager Wendy King, Police Chief Mark Wohner, Solicitor N. Christopher 

Griffiths 

 

Minutes from the meeting of May 20, 2021, were presented for approval.  Commissioner MacDonald wanted a 

correction made to reflect that the handwritten list did not come from “council” but from council electees who had 

not been sworn in yet and one councilperson.  The minutes with the noted correction were approved via motion by 

Commissioner Gretz and seconded by Commissioner Stagliano.  All ayes.   

 

Town Manager’s Report – The Public Integrity Commission recommended the town dispose of the court cage 

through a sealed bid process if so inclined as it should not be given to a sitting election board member/former 

commissioner.  Audit is taking place. ARPA meeting with other members to discuss projects and possible 

collaborations.  Tabled resolution (Continuity of Operations Plan) is on the agenda for approval.  A new resolution 

was introduced to adopt New Castle County’s All Hazards Mitigation Plan.  Water tower is being prepped for 

painting. 

 

Resolution 2021-003 to adopt New Castle County’s Multijurisdictional All Hazards Mitigation Plan.  Mayor Walker 

made a motion to accept; Commissioner Stagliano seconded.  All ayes.   

 

Resolution 2021—002 to adopt the town’s Continuity of Operations Plan developed by town and New Castle 

County. Commissioner MacDonald asked if the employees received emails to their phones for notification purposes.  

It was also recommended that a copy be kept at the Old Town Hall.  Commissioner MacDonald asked about the 

water tower work and if the contractor was going to be on top of any overspray and conversations were had with the 

contractor.  Commissioner MacDonald made a motion; Vice Mayor Gretz seconded.  All ayes.   

 

Police Chief’s Report – Department statistics for May, 2021.  Commissioner MacDonald asked if it was tracked how 

many times they responded to things on 141.  Chief Wohner said they did not, but it could be done.  Mayor Walker 

asked about him not having any tickets in spite of working 19 shifts.  Chief Wohner explained that he was in the 

office and assisting dayshift officer for 19 shifts.  Mayor Walker noted that it looked like productivity was picking 

up and that a proactive approach would need to be taken in order to get drivers to obey stop signs and the like.  

Chiek Wohner has not heard from DelDOT regarding signage (Market/Walnut/Ayre/James).  Commissioner 

MacDonald asked about the status of the accreditation.  It is almost at the end. Things are being done in the building 

and evidence room, so probably by September, the accreditation members will visit.  Mayor Walker asked what was 

being kept in the shed at the municipal building and suggested making a list of inventory – tires, bikes, cage to be 

used in evidence, pressure washer, old time capsule and other miscellaneous items.   

 

Alderman’s Report - $26,901 in fines/costs for May, 2021. 

 

Maintenance Report – Street cleaning/sweeping/painting.  There are a couple curbs needing to be touched up.  Two 

reports were produced (town vehicles and properties that they cut grass).  Code report.  Maintenance has done a 

good job for the last two months.   



Town Solicitor – Working on two pending litigations.  Worked on ‘points of order’ memo.  Worked on some issues 

for the mayor as well as the town manager.  Mayor Walker asked for a copy of the brief that was referenced 

regarding one of the cases.  Council was in regular session so no specific details were given and Solicitor Griffiths 

did explain that he and the other party’s attorney agreed upon how things would be handled and the party was okay 

with that.    

 

Mayor Walker asked if the process to issue summonses for code was being worked on.  There are a few issues, but it 

is.   Mayor Walker explained that we cannot presently take code cases to court in our Alderman Court.  

Commissioner MacDonald wanted to clarify what he was talking about and he went into further detail about being 

able to give notices but it would stop there even for non-compliance and he used 309 E. Justis as an example.  

Solicitor Griffiths did clarify we took 309 E. Justis to court, but we wanted to be able to pursue code violations in 

our own court. 

 

Solicitor Griffiths explained the mechanics of an ordinances.  He felt that the lines were blurred when dealing with 

resolutions versus motions and when one should be used over the other.  If there are potential action items, it should 

be included on the agenda so the public is aware of it and can come to the meeting to discuss it.  If necessary, a 

resolution could be drafted.  A motion is made by a meeting participant to address an incident that occurs at the 

meeting where a decision should be made.   Items affecting a policy should be on the agenda.  Mayor Walker 

advised that there were motions intended to be made at the meeting and wanted to know if council could move 

ahead and start with the agenda notification next month.  Solicitor Griffiths wanted to know what they were about so 

a determination could be made.  Commissioner MacDonald asked if packets could be provided earlier.   

 

Commissioners – Commissioner Stagliano inquired about our fleet and the fuel highway tax.  The town is exempt 

from that tax.  He suggested contracting with a provider that does bulk fuel delivery and will provide the town 

manager with a few names and numbers.  There was discussion about whether it would be worth the look and the 

need to save money.  Commissioner MacDonald noted that while the case involving the seating a commissioner was 

still pending, was council going to do anything because the charter states that the commissioners seated prior to the 

election should still be seated in the event an electee is not sworn in and it is the third meeting where a seat was 

empty.  Mayor Walker went through the timeline of the events and believed Mr. Capriglione would be sworn it 

because the people have spoken and it should be left at that.  If in the event he does not get sworn in, Mayor and 

Council will appoint someone.  Commissioner MacDonald asked about what would happen if Mr. Capriglione did 

not get sworn in – would we go with the person on the ballot with the next highest amount of votes?  Solicitor 

Griffiths said that the state may require a new election.  Commissioner Stagliano asked about funds received from 

DEA.  Mayor Walker advised there is an officer of ours working task force and he wanted the town manager to 

provide two years’ worth of expenses and deposits which was passed out by the town manager.  He does not know 

what it is about.  Commissioner Gretz asked for a detailed explanation which was provided by the town manager.  

Mayor Walker asked Chief Wohner to explain how our officer is attached to the task force and how he is working 

that.  There were questions asked and answers given to clarify deployment of our officer to the task force. There was 

a general lack of misunderstanding regarding whether our officer was working for the town and the task force 

simultaneously.  When our officer is scheduled to work in Newport, he does not leave Newport for the task force.  

He works task force on his days off.   Mayor Walker invited Corporal Kashner to speak.  He entered the task force 

under the former police chief and is part-time. Through federal asset forfeiture, the police department has been able 

to outfit itself with items necessary to operate without having to come to the taxpayers or use all available grant 

funds – cages, weapons, vehicles, radios, upgrades to the facility and many other things.  All liability falls on the 

task force for him while he is working task force.  He does not participate in task force operations while on shift in 

town.  Vice Mayor Gretz did share that she had found drug baggies and she wanted to know if any information was 

found.  Chief Wohner advised that testing is not done on random findings not resulting in arrests.  Markings are 

noted into the state data base.  Mayor Walker said he is now clear on how the money is earned and sees how it is 

spent.  He felt it was a good conversation and was informative.  He wants the police department to understand that it 

is not his intention to punish anyone, but the town is financially tight and the commission needs to figure out a way 

to generate revenue.  He did put layoffs out there because there are streets that need to be fixed, sewer lift station 

with one pump operating.  He asked them to give consideration to council.   



Public Comment – Kathy Joseph, 201 E. Justis Street, asked that it be passed on to Bob Harvey of Maintenance that 

Carol Appleby was very appreciative of his assistance, and that of 911 dispatch, fire, police, when her neighbor 

suddenly passed away.  Victoria Wollaston, Christian Street, went through the timeline of contact regarding the cage 

since December, 2020, and does not understand why it cannot be returned to 100 E. Market Street and does not 

understand why the Public Integrity Commission got involved in the first place when she got a majority vote from 

the newly elected commission to give the cage back to her. (For context, PIC got involved because the requestor is a 

town committee member and former commissioner.)  Town Manager King advised it had nothing to due with the 

history of the building, but with the fact that she was on the election committee.  Commissioner MacDonald 

reminded council that she brought it up last month because the cage is an asset of the town and it is surplus and 

should be handled how it was recommended to be handled and how it must appear that the first item of business the 

new council acted on was gifting the cage although the matter had been resolved by former council to keep it.  

Mayor Walker does not want it sitting in a bar and has history in this town.  Vice Mayor Gretz wanted to know if 

there is an appeal process.  Michael Capriglione, Highland Avenue, offered to write a check for the whole thing and 

felt it was ridiculous to have it leave the town.  Jeff Sanders, Mary Street, asked if it was going to be returned to the 

bank and Mayor Walker said that Solicitor Griffiths needed to be sure that the town’s property was going to be 

protected in the event of the sale of the building or any other issue.  There are many ways to handle the item, as a 

loan with restrictions.  Commissioner MacDonald said that this is the first time she has heard “loan” as an 

alternative.  A resolution will be drafted for a following meeting.   

 

Commissioner MacDonald asked if new business regarding the staffing of the police department was going to be 

addressed.  Mayor Walker advised that he is good for now. 

 

Mayor Walker made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Stagliano seconded. All ayes. 

 

Meeting adjourned 8:38 pm. 

 

 


